
College Admissions 

Crash Cour$e for 

Parents



UC



THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. 

ONE UNIVERSITY WITH NINE UNDERGRAD CAMPUSES: BERKELEY, 
DAVIS, IRVINE, LOS ANGELES, MERCED, RIVERSIDE, SAN DIEGO, 
SANTA BARBARA, SANTA CRUZ



CSU



CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

23 SEPARATE UNIVERSITIES - CHICO, EAST BAY, HUMBOLDT, MARITIME, 
SACRAMENTO, SAN FRANCISCO, SAN JOSE, SONOMA, BAKERSFIELD, 
FRESNO, MONTEREY BAY, SAN LUIS OBISPO (POLYTECHNIC), 
STANISLAUS, CHANNEL ISLANDS, DOMINGUEZ HILLS, FULLERTON, LONG 
BEACH, LOS ANGELES, NORTHRIDGE, POMONA (POLYTECHNIC), SAN 
BERNADINO, SAN DIEGO, SAN MARCOS



OUT OF STATE



REFERRING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS OUTSIDE OF CALIFORNIA 
THAT CHARGE A HIGHER TUITION TO STUDENTS WHOSE 
PERMANENT RESIDENCE IS OUTSIDE OF THEIR STATE



PRIVATE



COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES THAT ARE PRIVATELY 
FUNDED. THEY DO NOT HAVE A TUITION DIFFERENCE 
DEPENDENT ON RESIDENCE.



WUE



WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE

 A TUITION DISCOUNT PROGRAM USED BY SOME PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS IN THE WESTERN U.S. THAT ALLOWS 
STUDENTS WHOSE RESIDENCE IS IN A WESTERN STATE 
A TUITION DISCOUNT SO THAT THEY ARE NOT PAYING 
FULL OUT-OF-STATE TUITION. NOT AS GOOD AS IN-STATE 
TUITION, BUT NOT AS BAD AS OUT-OF-STATE TUITION



COMMON APP



AN APPLICATION USED BY OVER 700 COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES. STUDENTS CAN FILL OUT THE MAIN 
APPLICATION ONCE AND SEND IT, ALONG WITH 
TRANSCRIPTS AND LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, 
TO SEVERAL SCHOOLS. MANY SCHOOLS ALSO REQUIRE 
SUPPLEMENTAL WRITING IN ADDITION TO THE MAIN 
APPLICATION WHICH IS ALSO SUBMITTED THROUGH 
THE SAME SYSTEM.



FAFSA



FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

OPENS OCTOBER 1. USED BY OUR GOVERNMENT 
(STATE AND FEDERAL) TO QUALIFY STUDENTS FOR 
GRANTS AND LOANS. ALL SCHOOLS WILL USE THIS 
APPLICATION SO IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO 
COMPLETE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE!!



CSS PROFILE



COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP SERVICE PROFILE

FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION DEVELOPED BY COLLEGE 
BOARD THAT SOME SCHOOLS REQUIRE TO AWARD 
NON-FEDERAL AID.



REGULAR 
ADMISSION/DECISION



NON-BINDING

STUDENT SUBMITS AN APPLICATION BY THE DEADLINE AND 
RECEIVES A DECISION DURING A PRE-DETERMINED DECISION 
TIME (USUALLY FEBRUARY-APRIL). 

STUDENT HAS UNTIL MAY 1 TO ACCEPT OR DECLINE THE OFFER 
OF ADMISSION



ROLLING ADMISSION



NON-BINDING

INSTITUTIONS REVIEW APPLICATIONS AS THEY ARE SUBMITTED 
AND RENDER DECISIONS AS THEY GO. TYPICALLY, THE EARLIER 
THE APPLICATION IS SUBMITTED, THE EARLIER THE STUDENT 
WILL RECEIVE A DECISION

STUDENTS HAVE UNTIL MAY 1 (OR SOMETIMES LATER) TO 
ACCEPT OR DECLINE THE OFFER OF ADMISSION



EARLY ACTION
(EA)



NON-BINDING

STUDENTS APPLY BY AN EARLY DEADLINE TYPICALLY 
SOMETIME BETWEEN OCTOBER AND DECEMBER. INSTITUTIONS 
REVIEW THESE APPLICATIONS FIRST AND STUDENTS WILL 
RECEIVE A DECISION WELL AHEAD OF THE COLLEGE’S REGULAR 
RESPONSE DATE. SOME STUDENTS MAY RECEIVE A DECISION OF 
“DEFERRED” MEANING THE SCHOOL WOULD LIKE TO LOOK AT 
THEIR APPLICATION WITH THE REGULAR ADMISSION POOL AND A 
FINAL DECISION WILL BE GRANTED LATER.

STUDENTS HAVE UNTIL MAY 1 TO ACCEPT OR DECLINE THE 
OFFER OF ADMISSION



RESTRICTIVE 
EARLY ACTION



NON-BINDING

THIS WORKS LIKE EARLY ACTION IN THAT STUDENTS APPLY 
BY AN EARLY DEADLINE TYPICALLY SOMETIME BETWEEN 
OCTOBER AND DECEMBER, HOWEVER THEY MAY BE RESTRICTED 
FROM APPLYING EARLY ACTION OR EARLY DECISION TO OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS.

STUDENTS HAVE UNTIL MAY 1 TO ACCEPT OR DECLINE THE 
OFFER OF ADMISSION



EARLY DECISION
(ED)



BINDING!!!

STUDENTS APPLY BY AN EARLY DEADLINE TYPICALLY 
SOMETIME BETWEEN OCTOBER AND DECEMBER. EARLY 
DECISION APPLICATIONS ARE LEGALLY BINDING MEANING THAT 
IF ACCEPTED, THE STUDENT MUST ENROLL. 

STUDENTS MAY ONLY APPLY TO ONE SCHOOL BY EARLY 
DECISION AND IF ACCEPTED MUST WITHDRAW ALL OTHER 
APPLICATIONS AND REFUSE ANY OTHER ACCEPTANCES 
REGARDLESS OF FINANCIAL AID OFFERS.

SOME SCHOOLS MAY HAVE MULTIPLE ED PERIODS (EDI, EDII)



SAT SUPER
SCORING



COMBINING THE HIGHEST SECTION SCORES FROM MULTIPLE 
TEST SITTINGS TO CREATE ONE SUPER SCORE



INDEX REVIEW



AN APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS THAT ONLY TAKES INTO 
CONSIDERATION GPA AND TEST SCORES - PROVIDED THE 
REQUIRED COLLEGE PREP CLASSES HAVE BEEN TAKEN.



HOLISTIC 
REVIEW



AN APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS THAT LOOKS AT MANY 
DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF A STUDENT INCLUDING GPA, 
TEST SCORES, LEADERSHIP, CHARACTER, ACTIVITIES, 
EMPLOYMENT, RECOMMENDATIONS, ETC.



DEMONSTRATED 
INTEREST



SHOWING A SCHOOL THAT YOU ARE INTERESTED IN POSSIBLY 
ATTENDING

EXAMPLES: COMPLETING A CONTACT CARD, SIGNING UP FOR 
THEIR MAILING LIST ONLINE, MEETING WITH AN ADMISSION REP, 
TAKING A TOUR, CONTACTING ADMISSIONS, OPENING THE EMAILS 
THE SCHOOL SENDS YOU, ETC.



Application Types 

and Deadlines



Place your screenshot here

✘ one application can be sent to multiple 

campuses

✘ test scores must be reported on application 

and sent from college board or act to one 

campus

✘ no transcript of letter of recommendation 

required with application

✘ holistic review

✘ personal insight questions required

✘ extra-curricular activities required

✘ application open August 1 submission window 

november 1-30

✘ no early action or early decision

the uc application

www.admmissions.universityofcalifornia.edu



Place your screenshot here

✘ one application can be sent to multiple csu’s.

✘ test scores must be reported on application 

and sent from college board or act to one 

csu

✘ no transcript of letter of recommendation 

required with application

✘ index review

✘ no personal statement essay or 

extra-curricular activities required

✘ application opens october 1, submission 

deadline november 30

✘ no early action or early decision 

the csu application

www.calstate.edu/apply



Place your screenshot here

✘ one application that can be sent to multiple 

schools

✘ test scores must be reported on application 

and sent from college board or act to each 

school

✘ transcript required with application as well 

as at mid-year

✘ most schools will require or accept letters 

of recommendation

✘ personal essay required

✘ extra-curricular activities required

✘ many schools require supplemental writing

✘ deadlines vary

✘ may offer early action, early decision, etc.

the common application

www.commonapp.org



✘ avoid coalition if you can 

✘ read instructions carefully 

✘ watch deadlines and 

requirements

✘ ask for help 

✘ may offer early action, 

early decision, etc.

✘ may be possible to send one 

application to several 

schools

other applications



Paying for 

College



Understanding the costs

Tuition 

a sum of money charged 

for teaching or 

instruction by a school, 

college, or university

Cost of Attendance (COA)

 the average cost to 

attend a college or 

university for one 

academic year; including 

tuition and fees, books 

and supplies, room and 

board, transportation, 

and personal expenses

Net Price 

the total out-of-pocket 

cost that you will 

actually pay. This is the 

total COA minus all 

financial aid that does 

not need to be repaid 

(gift aid).



Avg COA Avg Net

TCU $48k $32k

UC Davis $32k $22k

Stanford $58k $13k

Chico State $23k $22k

Claremont McKenna $60k $21k

Azusa Pacific $44k $30k

Reed College $58k $27k

$$



Expected Family Contribution

the amount your family is “able” and expected to contribute to your 

college education as calculated according to a formula established by 

law. Taken into consideration are the family’s taxed and untaxed income, 

assets, and benefits; family size; and the number of family members who 

will attend college during the year. efc stays the same no matter which 

school is attended. 



Demonstrated need

Cost of 

attendance

Expected 

family 

contribution

Demonstrated 

need- =



Gift Aid

Cal Grants (for California residents 

going to college in California), Pell 

Grants, Other Grants, Scholarships, 

Tuition discounts

how demonstrated need is met

Loans

Federal direct subsidized - student

Federal direct unsubsidized - student

Federal plus - student or parent

Private - student or parent

Work Study



What if there are gaps? 

What if my efc is unrealistic?

✘ scholarships 

○ naviance

○ scholarships.com

○ Fastweb.com

○ Assist-a-Grad

✘ tuition discounts

○ wue

○ employer supported

merit-based aid 



Place your screenshot here

✘ complete fafsa soon after october 1 

✘ check financial aid pages of school websites 

carefully for dates, details, deadlines, and 

special opportunities

✘ complete css profile only if required/directed 

by colleges

✘ create a scholarship plan to search and 

apply often

✘ assist-a-grad at rhs in february

Applying for financial aid

www.fafsa.gov



workshops - 6pm in the CCC

9/17: The UC Application

10/1: The Common Application

10/15: Application Essay/ PIQ Writing

10/22: The CSU Application

10/29 Financial Aid, Beyond the FAFSA

www.rhs.rocklinusd.org/subsites/Career-Center 

(under the “Info” tab on the school website)

@RHScollegebound 

college night 

september 20  @ RHS

breakout sessions begin at 5:15

fair begins at 6

upcoming events

atillery@rocklinusd.org

Rhs resources


